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Bidi Bidi,
Uganda 

22 Solar Suitcases Installed
More than 7,200 Students and
Teachers Benefiting
Over 30 Classrooms Electrified

Thank you for building a Solar
Suitcase and helping to light
education in Uganda! 

The Solar Suitcase you built was installed
with others at schools at the Bidi Bidi
Refugee Settlement, Uganda. With the
addition of the Solar Suitcases to light the
classrooms and offices, the students will
have extended times to study and prepare
for state examinations. The teachers will be
able to prep for lessons for an extended
time and charge their mobile devices
without having to travel long distances.
Many of the schools will see increased
attendance. They will also use the Solar
Suitcases to learn about solar energy. 



Location: Yumbe District of northwestern Uganda 
Number of residents: approx. 270,000
Population: The majority are South Sudanese asylum seekers
Geography: Consists of five zones and includes farms, schools,
community centers and health care centers

Basic Facts

BIDI BIDI REFUGEE
SETTLEMENT, UGANDA 
In Bidi Bidi, out of 42 schools only 10% have access
to solar light. Over 73,000 learners in primary
schools and over 7,000 in secondary schools will
benefit from the light and power provided by the
Solar Suitcases. The majority of refugees in Bidi
Bidi are displaced due to conflict or climate
change. It is the largest settlement in Uganda and
second largest in the world. There are generally
less services available compared to other
settlements due to size of the population and also
the geographic location.

https://wearealight.org/welcome-bidi-bidi-refugee-settlement/
https://wearealight.org/welcome-bidi-bidi-refugee-settlement/
https://wearealight.org/welcome-bidi-bidi-refugee-settlement/


We Share Solar Kabale Installation Team
The We Share Solar Kabale installation team has been installing Solar Suitcases in
Uganda since 2013, the very beginnings of the Solar Suitcase programs. They partner
with Kabale University, Alight, Brick by Brick and community members to ensure
quality installations that bring solar energy to refugee settlements and rural schools in
Uganda.

The team partners with Alight, an NGO that works closely with the communities and
other organizations operating within the settlement, coordinating services to meet the
needs of the refugee population. Additionally, refugees were trained as apprentices to
assist in the installations, maintenance and care of the Solar Suitcases. 

THE INSTALLATION TEAM 



INSTALLATION

SOLAR SUITCASES 
ARRIVE 

The Solar Suitcase
equipment is delivered to
the pre-selected school
sites and community
centers.

Installers safely secure the
solar panels to the roofs.
They fix the Solar Suitcases
and lighting expansion
systems on the walls. 

END USER TRAINING 

The recipient students and
teachers are trained in the
benefits of solar energy, as
well as the use and
maintenance of the Solar
Suitcase equipment. 

THE JOURNEY OF THE SOLAR SUITCASE



The Recipients

Ariwa Primary
School
Ariwa Secondary
School
Ayivu Primary
School
Ombechi
Primary School
Yangani
Secondary
school

School  Sites for
Installation 

Most of the schools
had no or limited
access to
electricity, which
impacted student
learning and the
times the students
could study at the
schools.

List of Schools   
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Video Gallery
Please click the links below to watch

videos taken at the recipient schools.  

Refugee Students Playing

Solar Suitcase Demonstration

https://youtube.com/shorts/o0Ul2_CHgHg
https://youtu.be/V88BcHvNG9s

